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BESSIES BEHAVIOR
On one point Miss Bessie Durand

agreed with Alexander von Humboldt
In fact she even went further than
that celebrated man for while he as-

serted
¬

that Thun was one of the three
most beautiful spots on earth Bessie
held that this Swiss town was abso-
lutely

¬

the most perfectly lovely place
she had ever visited Her reason for
this conclusion differed from that of
Humboldt The latter being a mere
man had been influenced by the sit-

uation
¬

of the town the rapid foaming
river the placid green lake the high
mountains all around and the snow
peaks to the east the ancient castle
overlooking everything and the quaint
streets with the pavements up at the
first floors

Bessie had an eye for all these
things of course but while waterfalls
and profund ravines were all very
well in heir way her hotel had to
be fled with the right sort of com-

pany
¬

before any spot on earth was en¬

tirely satisfactory to Bessie She did
not care to be out of humanitys reach
nor to take her smal journeys atone
thc liked to sweet music of
speech and if she started at the
sound of her own Bessie would have
been on the jump all day for she was

brilliant and effusive talker2So it happened that in touring
through Switzerland Besic and her
mother somehow people always placed
Bessies name before that of her moth-
er

¬

who was a quiet little unobtrusive
j

woman stopped at Thun Intending to
stay but a day a most people do
but when Bessie found the big hotel
simply swarming with nice young men
She told her mother that the local
guidebook asserted that Humboldt
had once said Thun was one of the
three most lovely places on earth and
therefore they ought to stay there i

7nd enjoy its beauties which j

they at once proceeded to do It must j

not be Imagined from this that Bessie
was particularly fond of young men
Such was far frem being the case She
merely liked to have them propose to
her which was certainly a laudable
ambition but she invariably refused
them which went to show that she

stated always jwas not as her enemies
In love with somebody The fact was j

that Miss Bessie Durands motives
were entirely misunderstood by an un-

appreciative
I

world Was she to be
blamed because young men wanted her
to marry them Certainly not Iwas
not her fault that she was prett and

I

fveet and that young men a gen
rule tilted to talk to her better IIra to anyone else in the neighbor-

hood
¬

Many of her detractors would I

very likely have given much to have

J had Bessies many charms of face fig ¬

ure and manner This is a jealous tt world and people delight in saying
spiteful little things about those mote I

favored by Providence than them ¬

selves It must be admitted however
that Bessie had a certain cooing confi ¬

dental way wih people that may have
some OUgmen who ul-

timately
¬

proposed to into imagin-
ing

¬ i

that they were especial favorites
with the young lady She took a kind-
ly

¬

interest in their affairs and very
shortly after their a tuaintance with
her most young men found themselves

4 pouring into her sympathetic ear all t

their hopes and aspirations Bessies
ear was very shelllike and beautiful
as well as sympathetc so that one can
hardly say young men were to

blame any more than Bessie was I

everybody in this world wants
to talk of himsel or herself as the ease
mav be it is no wonder that-
a person like Bessie who is willing to
listen while other people talk of them-
selves

¬

Is popular Among the many
billions who inhabit this planet there

I

talkers and too I

are too many
few listeners and although Bessie was
undoubtedly a brilliant talker on oc-

casion
¬

there is no doubt that her many
victories resulted more from her ap¬

preciative qualities as a talented listen-
er

¬

than from the entertaining charms-
of her conversation Those women who
nave had so much to say about Bessies
behavior might well take a leaf from I

her book in this respect They would
find if they had even passably good
looks that proposals would be more
frquent Of course there is no use in i

that Bessies eyes had much-
to

l

do with bringing young men to the
point Her eyes were large and dark j

and they had an entrancing habit of I

softening just at the right moment
when there came Into them a sweet
trustf yearning look that it was sim-

ply
¬

Impossible to resist They gazed
thus at a young man when he was tell ¬

ing in low whispers how he hoped to
make the world wiser and better by his
presence in it or when he narrated
some incident of great danger in which
he took part where unconsciously
perhaps on the tellers part his own
heroism was shown forth to the best

f possible advantage Then Bessies eyes

i would grow large and humid and ten ¬

der and a subdued light would come
into them as she hung breathlessly on
his words Did not Desdemona capture
Othello merely by listening to a recital-
of his ovi daring deeds which were
duobtless very greatly exaggerated

The young men at the big hotel in
Thun were clad mostly In knicker ¬

bockers and many of them had alpen-
stocks

¬

of their own I soon became
their delight to sit the terrace in
front of the hotel during the pleasant
summer evenings and relate to Bessie
their hairbreadth escapes the continu-
ous

¬

murmur of the river Aare form-
ing

¬

a soothing chorus to their
dramatic narrations At least adozen young men hovered around the
girl willing and eager to confide in her
but while Bessie was smiling and kind
to them all tv was soon evident that
some special one was her favorite and
then the rest hung hopelessly bakThings would go wonderfully welthis lucky fellow for a day or and
he usually became EO offensively con¬

ceited In his bearing towards the rest
the wonder is he escaped without
personal vengeance being wreaked up-
on

¬

hm then all at once he would pack-
p his belongings and gloomily depart-

for Berne or Interlaken depending on
whether nis ultimate destination was

i west or east The young men remain ¬

ing invariably tried not to look ju¬

bilant at the sudden departure while
the ladlestaying at the hotel began to
say hard things of Bessie going even
so far as to assert that she was a
heartless flirt How little do we know
the motives of our fellowcreatures-
How prone we are to misjudge the ac-
tions

¬

of others Bessie was no flirt but-
a highminded conscientious girl with-
an

I

ambition which sheambitonandid to the world and I

thwefore the world failed to appre-
ciate

¬

her aIt nearly always fails to
appreciate those who do not take it I

in their confidence-
It came to be currently reported in I

the hotel that Bessie had refused no
less than seven of the young men who
had been staying there and as these

men had one after anotheryoung
c up and departed either by the

lat train J night or the earliest in
cJ the morning the proprietor began to

wonder what the matter was especial

ly as each of the departing guests had
but a short time before expressed re¬

newed delight with the hotel and Its
surroundings Several of them had stat-
ed

¬

to the proprietor that they had aban¬

doned their intention of proceeding
further with their Swiss tour so
satisfied were they with Thun and all
its belongings Thus did the flattering
opinion of Alexander von Humboldt
seem about to become general to the
great delight of the hotel proprietor-
when without warning these young
men had gloomily deserted Thun
while its beauty undoubtedly remainedunchanged Naturally the man
who owned the hotell was bewildered
and began to think that after all the
English were an uncertain mind
chancing race

Among the guests there was one
young fellow who was quite as much
perplexed as the proprietor Archie
Severance was one of the iast to tall
under the spel of Bessie If indeed it
is correct speak of Archie falling
at al He was a very deliberate young

not given to doing anything pre
cipitously but there is no doubt that
the charming personality of Bessie
fascinated him although he seemed-
to content himself with admiring her-
at a distance Bessie somehow did not
seem to care about being admired from
a distance and once when Archie was
promenading back and forth on the
terrace above the river she smiled
sweetly at him from her book and he
sat down beside her Jimmy Wellman
had gone that morning and the rest
had not yet found it out Jimmy had
so completely monopolized Miss Du ¬

rand for the last few days that no one
else had had a chance but now that
he had departed Bessie sat alone on
the terrace which was a most unusual
state of things

They tell me sad Bessie in her
most flattering that you are-
a famous climber and that you have
been to the top of the MaterhorOh not famous far said
Archie modesty I have been up the

e or four times but
then women and children make that
ascent nowadays so that is nothing
unusual

I am sure you must have had some
thrilling escapes continued Bessie
looking with admiration at Archies
stalwart frame Mr Wellman had
an awful experienceYesterday interrupted Archie I
hear he left early this morning-

No not yesterday said Miss Du ¬

rand coldly drawing herself up with
some indignation but as she glanced
sideways at Mr Severance that j

young man seemed so innocent that
she thought perhaps he meant noth
ing in particular by his remark So
after a slight pause Bessie went on
again It was a week ago He was
climbing the Stockhorn and al at
once the clouds surrounded

And what did JImmy do Waited
till the clouds rolled by I suppose

Now Mr Severance if you are go ¬

ing to laugh at me I shall not tialk
to you any more-

I assure you Miss Durand I was
not laughing at you I was laughing
at Jimmy I never regarded the Stock
horn as a formidable peak It is some
thing like 7195 feet high I believe not
to mention the inches I

But surely Mr Severance you
know very well that the danger of a
mountain does not necessarily bear
any proportion to Its altitude above j

the sea
That is ver true I am sure that r

Jimmy with his head in the
clouds has braved greater dangers at I

much lower levels than the top of the
Stockhorn

Again Miss Durand looked search
ingly at the young man beside her
but again Archie was gazing dreamily
at the curious bellshaped summit of
the mountain under discussion The
Stockhorn stands out nobly head and
shoulders above its fellows when
viewed from the hotel terace at Thun
There was silence for a few moments
between the two and Bessie said to
herself that she did not at all like this
exceedingly selfpossessed young man
who seemed to look at the mountains-
in preference to gazing at her which
was against the natural order of
things It was evident that Mr Sever-
ance

¬ I

needed to be taught a lesson and
Bessie who had a good deal of justifi ¬

able confidence In her own powers aa teacher resolved to give him the
necessary instruction Perhaps when-
he had acquired a little more experi ¬

ence he would not speak so con-
temptuously

¬

of Jimmy or any of
the rest Besides it is always a gener-
ous

j

action towards the rest of hu ¬

manity to reduce the Inordinate self
esteem of any one young man to
something like reasonable proportions
So Bessie instead of showing that
she was offended by his flippant con¬

versation and his lock of devotion to
her put on her most bewitching man ¬

ner and smiled the smile that so many

i

c

r

1
I SHALL ITRETTEIVGE OX YOU

before her latest victim had found im¬

possible to resist She would mae I

him talk of himself and his
They al succumbed to that treatmentI so love to hear narroiescapes said Bessie confidently I
think it is so Inspiring to hear of hu ¬

man courage and endurance beingpit ¬

ted against the dangers of the Alps
and coming out victorious I

Yes they usually come out victori-
ous

¬

according to the accounts that
reach us but then you know we never
hear the mountains side of the story

But surely Mr Severance ap ¬

pealed Bessie you do not imagine
that a real climber would
when telling of what he had done

No Oh no I would not go so far
as to say that he would exaggerate
exactly but I have known cases where
wena sort of alpine glow came

over a stOr that I must confess
Improved very much Then again
curious mental transformations take
place whch have the effect of making-
a man what the vulgar term a liar
Some years ago a friend of mine came
over here to do a Sew ascents but he
found sitting on the hotel piazza so I

much more to his taste that he sat
there I think myself that the YereTida
climber Is the most sensible man of
the lot of us and if he ha a food
imagination there is no reason whs he
should be distanced by those you ball
real cUmberwhen it comes to teilngadventures Wel this
who is a most person took
one false step You know some ana

teurs have a vile habit of getting the
names o various peaks brandec on
their alpenstocks just as any real
climber ever used an alpenstock

Why what do they use asked
Bessie much interested

Ice axes of course Now there is a
useful individual in Interlaken who is
what you might call a wholesale

t brander He has the names of all the
peaks done in iron at his shop and It
you take your alpenstock to him he
will for a few francs brand on it all
the names it hold from the Ortler-
to wfMont My friend was weak
enough to have all the climbs he In¬

tended to make branded on the alpen-
stock

¬

he bought the moment he en¬

tered Switzerland They always buy-
an alpenstock the first thing He
never had the time to return to the
mountains but gradually he came to
believe that he had made all the as-
cents

¬

recorded by fire and iron on his
I

Ll

fquIY-

I1L2Art7cd
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I ISTBSD TO YOU

pole He is a truthful man on every
other topic than Switzerland

But you must have had some verdangerous experiences amopg the
Mr Severance Please tell me of the
time you were in the greatest

I am sure i would not Interest
youOh it would it would Please go
on and dont require so much persua-
sion

¬

I am just longing to hear the
storyI Isnt much of a story because
you see there is no alpine glow abou-
tit

Archie glanced at the girl and it
flashed across his mind that he was
probablY then in the greatest danger
he had ever been in his life She
bent forward toward him her elbows
on her knees and her cbin such-
a pretty chin in her hands Her
eyes were full upon him and Archie
had sense enough to realize that there
was danger in theL clear pellucid
depths so he turned his own
from them and soughrefuge In hIs old
friend the

I think the narrowest escape I ever
had was about two weeks ago I went
UD

With how many guides interrup-
ted

¬

Bessie breathlcssly-
With none at all answered Archie

with a laugh
Isnt that very unsafe I thought-

one always should have a guide
Sometimes guides are unnecessary-

I took none on this occasion because I
only ascended as far as the Chateau in
Thun some 300 fe t above where we
are sitting and as I wenlt by the main
street of the town the climb was per ¬

fectly safe in all weathers Besides
there is generally a policeman about

Oh said the girl sitting up sud-
denly

¬

very straight Archie was loo-
kIng

¬

at the mountains and did not see
hot anger surge up into her face

You know steps leading dowfrom the castle they are covered
and are very dark when one comes out
of the bright sunlight Some fool had
beep eating an orange there und had
carelessly thrown the peel on the steps-
I did not notice it and so trod on a bit
The next thing I knew I was In a heap-
at the foot of that long stairway
thinking everbone in mv body was

I had many bruises hut no
hurt itlrat was serious Nevertheless I
never had such a fright in my life
and I hone never to have such anoth-
er

¬

Bessie rose up with much dignity
I am obliged to you for your re¬

cital Mr Severance she said freez
ingly If I do not seem to appreciate
it as much as I should it is perhaps
because I am not accustomed to being
lautrhed aft

I YOU Miss Durand that I
am not laughing at you and that this
cathetic Incident was anything but a
laughing matter to me The Stockhorn
has no such danger lying in walt for-
a man as a bit of orange peel on a
dark and steep stairway Please do
not be offended with <ne I told you try
stories have no alpine glow about
them but the danger Is undoubtedly
there

Archie had risen to his fret but
there was no forgiveness In Miss Du
rands eves as she bade him Good af-
ternoon

¬

and went into the hotel
leavincr him standing there

DurIng the week that followed Archie
had little chance of maldng his peace
with nss Durand for in that week
the Sanderson episode had Ms beHn
ring its rise and its culmination
Charley Sanderson emboldened by the
sudden derirture of Welham became-
the con mTt attendant of Bessie and
evorvthlTig apceared to t e in his favor
until the evening he left That evening
tho two strolled along the walk that
borders thr north side of the river
loading to the lake They said they
were going to see the alpine glow on
the snow mountains but nobody be ¬

lieved that fo the glow can be seen
Quite as well from the terrace in front-
of the hotel Bo that as it may they
oame together shortly before S

oclock Bessie looked her
Sanderson with a black frown on

his face evidentlv in the of tem ¬

pro He funghis belongings In abag
and on the 840 irain for
Berne As Archie met the pair Bessie
actually smiled very sweetly upon him
while Sanderson glared as If lt had
never met Severance before

That episode is evidently ended
said Arrhie to himself PS he continued
his W31k toward Lake Than I won ¬

der If it is pure devilment that In-

duces
¬

her to lead people on to a pro
ttcal and htT drop them I suppose
Charlev will leav now srfl we will
hve no more of bllUnrds I
wonder why they all seem to think it-

the thing to po 01 I
woldnit A wAman Is like I flHfifiil-
tDak If vou not succeed th first
time von should tr again I believe
T s11 trv half a dozen proposals with

myself If T ever come to the
TX > irlt she wort find it so PSY to get
tid of me a she does wJth all the
rest

Meditating thus he sat on a
bench under the trees facing the lake
Archie wondered if the momentous
auestlon had been asked at thisIseemed lust the place for It

spot

S

noticed that the gravel on the path
was much disturbed as if by the iron
shod point of aagitated mans cane
Then he remembered that Sanderson
was carryiug an ironpointed cane As
Archie smiedand looked about him he

on him a neat lit-
tle

¬sawmorocco bound book with a silver
clasp It had evidently slipped from
the insecure dress pocket of a lady
who had been sitting there Archie
picked it un and turned It over and
over in his hands It is a painful thing-
to be compelled to make excuses for
one of won we would fain speak well

i but St must be admitted that at this
pint in life Severance did what he

not have done He actually
j read the contents of the book al-

though
¬

he must have been aware be
fore he turned the second leaf that
what was there set down was meant
for no eye save the writers own Ar-

chie
¬

excuses himself by maintaining

r-

I

LEAP WITh ARCHIE

peril

assure

prettiest-
and

worst

games

rroper

down

that he had to read the book before he
could be sure it belonged to anybody in
particular and that he opened it at
first merely to see if there was a name
or card Inside but there is little doubt
that the young man knew from thevery first whose book it was and he
m5cht at least have asked Miss Durand
if it were hers before he opened it
However there Is little purpose in
speclatng on what might have been

reading of the notebook led
directly to unjustifiable ac ¬

tion of Severance afterwards as onewrong step invariably leads to an ¬

other the content of the little vol ¬
ume are 5that the reader-
of this tragedy may the more fully
understand the situation-

II BESSIES CONFESSION
August 1st The keeping of a diary

is a silly fashion and j am sure Iwould not bother with one if my mem ¬
ory were good and if I had not a great
object in view However I do not in ¬

tend this book to be more than a col ¬

lection of notes that will be useful to
me when I begin my novel The novei
is to be the work of my tile and I mean
to use ever talent I may haveto make unique and true
life I think the New Woman tis a thing s the past andmat the time has now come ror a novelof the old sort yet written with fidel ¬
ity to lire such a has n ver beena at-
tempted

¬
by the otd novelst A painteror a sculptor uses while pro ¬

ducing a great pipture or a great stat-ue
¬

Why should not a writer use a
model also The motive of all great
novels must be love and the culminat ¬
ing point of a love story is the propos-
al

¬

in no novel that I have ever
is the proposal wel done Men re¬
dently uo not each other about
the proposals they make therefare aman writer has merely his own experi ¬

ence to go upon so his proposals have-a sameness his heroes proposed just-
as he himself has done or would do
Women writers seem to have more
Imagination in this matter but they
describe a proposaathey would likeit to be as it actually is I
find that it i quite an easy thing toget a man to propose 1 suppose I have-a gift that way and besides there is no
denying the faot that I am handsome
and perhaps that is something of an
aid I therefore intend to write down in
this booK all my proposals using the
exact language the man employed and
thus shall 1 have the proposals in my
novel precisely as they occurred I
shall also set down here any thoughts-
that
my book

may be of use to me aI write

August 2I shall hereafter not date
the notes in this book that will make
it lOOK less like adiary which I detest
We are in Thun which Is a lovely
place Humboldt whoever he is or

said it is one of the three prettl
Wi spots on earth I wonder what the
names are of the other two We In ¬

tended to stay but one night at this
hotel but I see it is full of young men
anti as al the women seem to be rather
ugly given to gossip I think this iis
just the piace for the carrying out of
my ideas The average young man
is always ready to fall in love while
on his vacation Imakes time pass
so pleasantly a I read some
whure that man as a general rule pr-
opose

¬

fourteen times during his life
I may as wall in the interestof liter¬

ature be the recipient some of these
otfors I have hit upon what I think is
a marvelous idea I shal arrange toe
offers with some the scenery
just as I suppose a stage manager does
One shall propose by ths river there
are lovely shady walks on both sides
another up in the mountains another
in the moonlight on the lake in one
of the pretty looking foreign look row-
boats Uney have here with striped
awnings I dont believe any novelist
has ever thought of such a thing Then-
I can write down a vivid description
of the scenery in conjunction with the
language the youpg man uses Imy
book is not a success it will because there are no discriminating ¬crtics in linslanf1

First ProposalThis came on rather
unexpectedly His name is Samuel
Caldwcll and he is a curate here for
his health He is not in the least In
love with me but he thinks he is and
so I suppose it comes to the samthing He began by saying that I was
the only one who ever understood his
real aspirations and that if I would
join my lot with his he was sure we
would not only bring happine to our-
selves but to others a I told
him gently that my own highest aspi ¬

ration was to write a successful novel
and this horrified him for he thinks
novels are wicked He ha gone to
Grindowald where he thinks the air
Is more suitable for his lungs I hard-
ly

¬

count this as a proposal and I took
me so much by surprise that watialt over before I reaUza that it ac-
tually

¬

was an ofer heart and
band Besides took place n the
hotel garden of all unlikely spots
whve we were in constant danger of
Interruption

Second Props Biohard King Is a-
very nio felow and was temously in earest He says Iblighted will soon come t a

I

different opinion at Interlake ucm
Margaret uunn writes me 1i is vegdy and here Richard has gone
evenng we strolled down by the laKe
and ht suggested that we should go
out in 3boat He engaged one wiui
two women to row one sitting at tne
stern ana the oner stanatag at the
prow working great oars tnat lokelike cricket baw The women <
understand Jinglish ana we tloatea
on tne lake until the moon came up
over Vat snosvy mountains Richard
leaned over ant tried to taKe my nand
whispering a low voice Bessie
I contess I was rather in a flutter
and couid ihnk of nowiing batter 10 say
Uvan Sir in a tone 0i surprse ana
Indignation He on very hurried ¬

ly
Bessie he said we have known

each other only a few days but in
those few days I have lived a para¬

diseYes I answered gathering my
wit acout me Humboldt says Thun-
is one of the threeRichard interrupted me with some-
thing

¬

that sounued remarkably like
Hang Thun then he went on and

said that I was all the world to him
that he could not live without me I
shook my head slowly and did not re¬

ply He spoke with a fluency that
sejmed to suggest practice but I told
him it could never be Then he folded
his arms sitting moodily back in the
boat saying I had blighted his life
He dlt look handsome as he sat there-
in moonlight with a deep frown-
on his brow but I could not help
thinking he sat back purposely so that
the moonlight might strike his face
I wish I could write down the exact
language he used for he was very
eloquent but somehow I cannot bring
mysalf to do it even in this book I
am sure however that when I come-
to write my novel and turn up these
notes I shal rel the words Still
I down the exact
phrases I wish I could take notes at
the time but when a man is proposing-
he seems to want all your atten ¬

tionA
fine stalwart young maTcame to

the hotel today bronzed by mountain
climbIng He looks as if he would pro¬

pose in a manner not so much like all
the rest I have found that his name-
is Archibald Severance and they say
he is a great mountaineer What a
splendid thnga proposal on the high
Alps from such a man with
the gleaming snow all around I think
I shall use the Idea in the book

Third Fourth Fifth and Sixth Pro ¬

posalsI must confes that I am amaz
eU and disappointed with the men Is
there no such thing a originality
among mankind You would tmnit
they had all taken lessons from some
proposing master they all have the
same formula The last four began-
by calling me Bessie with the air oCtaking a great and important step
life Mr Wellman varied a little by
asking me to call him Jimmy but the
principle is just the same I suppose
this sameness Is the result of our mod-
ern

¬

system of education I am sure
Arohie would act differently I am not
certain that I like him but he intT
est me more than any of the others

very angry with him a week ago
He knows it but he dOt seem to
care As soon as Charlie Sanderson
proposes I will see what can be done
with Archie Severance-

I like the name Archie It seem
suit the young man exactly I have C1
wondering what sort of scenery would
accord best with 111 Severances pro-

posal
¬

I suppose glacier would be
the correct thing for I Imagine

Archie Is rather cold and sneering
when he is not in a very good humor
Tha lake would be too placid for his
proposal and when one is near the
rapids one cannot hear what the man
is saying I think the Kohleren Gorge
would be just the spot it is so wild
and romantic with a hundred water-
falls

¬

dashing down the precipices I
must ask Archie if he has ever seen
the Kohleren falls I suppose he will
despise them because they are not
up among the snowy peaks-

III BESSIES PROPOSAL
After reading the book which he had

no busincss to read Archie closed the
volume fastened the clasp and slip ¬

ped it into his Inside pocket There Wa
a meditative look in hI eyes a he
gazed over the blue

I cant return to liar now
Archie said to himself Perhaps I
should not have read it So she lo not-
a flirt after all but merely uses us poor
mortals amodels Archie sighed I
think thats better than being a flirt

but Im not quite sure I sup ¬

pose an author is justified In going to
great lengths to ensure the success of
so important a thing as a book It may
be that I can assist her with this tre ¬

mendous work of fiction I will think
about it But what am I to do about
this little diary I must think about
that as well I cant give i to her and
say I did not read it for am such a
poor hand at lying

Good heavens I believe that is Bes-
sie

¬

coming alone along the river bank
Ill wager she has missed the book and
knows pretty accurately where she lost-
it
hide

Ill place I where I found i and

The line of trees along the path made
it easy for Archie to carry out success-
fully

¬

his hastily formed resolution He
felt like a sneak a feeling he thorough-
ly

¬

merited as he dodgd behind the
trees and so way to the
main road He saw Bessie marchstraight for the bench pick up the book
and walk back towards the hotel with ¬

out ever glancing around and her de ¬

finite action convinced Archie that she
had no suspicion that anyone had seen
her book This made the young man
feel easier in his mind and he swung
along the Interlaken road towards
Thun flattering himself that no harm
had been done Nevertheless he had
resolved to revenge Miss Bessies in ¬

nocent victims and as he walked he
turned plan after plait over in his
mind Vengeance would be all the more
complete as the girl had no Idea that
her literary methods were known toanyone but herself

For the next week Archie was very at¬

tentive to Bessie and it must be record-
ed

¬

that the pretty young woman seem ¬

ed to appreciate his devotion thorough ¬
ly and to like It One morning beauti-
fully

¬

arrayed in walking costume Bes-
sie

¬

stood on the terrace apparently
scanning the sky as If anxious about
the weather but in reality looking out
for an escort the gossips said to each
other as they sat under the awnings
busy at needlework and slander for
of course no such thought was in theyoung ladys mind She smiled sweet ¬
ly when Archie happened to come out
of the billiard room but then she al ¬

waygreeted her friends In a kindly

Are you off for a walk this morn ¬
ing asked Archie in the Innocent
tone of one who didnt know and really
desired the information

He spoke for the benefit of the gos¬

sips but they were not to be taken inby any such transparent device They
sniffed with contempt and said it was
brazen of the two to pretend that they
were not meeting there by appoin-
tment

¬

said Bessie with a saucy airof defiance as If she did not care who
knew i I am going by the upper
road the Kohleren Falls Have you
ever seen them

No Are they pretty
Pretty They are grand at least

the gorge is although perhaps you
would not think either the gorge or the
falls worth visiting

How can I tell nt T have visited
them Wont you my guide there

I shall be most happy to hare you
come only you must promise io speak
respectfully of both ravine and fall

I was not the man who spoke dis¬

respectfully of the equator you know
said Archie as they walked off together
amidst the scorn of the gossips who de-
clared

¬

they had never seen such a bold-
faced

¬

action In their lives As their lives
already had bee somewhat lengthy
an Idea ray formed of the henlous
ness of Bevsles conduct-

It took the two rather more than a

hour by the upper road overlooking the
tawn of Thun and the lake beyond to i

reach the fingerboard that pointed
down into the Kohleren valley They
zizsagged along a rapidly falling path
until they reached the first of a series-
of tails roaring into a deep gorge sur-
rounded

¬

by a dense forest Bessie lean ¬

ed against the frail handrail and
gazed into the depths Severance stand-
ing

¬

by her side-
Severance was the first to speak and

when he spoke it was not on the sub ¬

ject of the catarctMiss said I love you
I ask you to be my wife

Oh Mr Severance replied Bessie
without lifting her eyes from the foam-
ing

¬

chasm I hope that nothing in my
actions has led you toAm I to understand that you are
about to refuse me cried Archie In a
menacing voice that sounded above the
roar of the falling waters Bessie look¬

ed quickly up at him and seeing a
dark frown on his brow drew slightly
away from him-

Certainly I am going to refuse you-
I have known you scarcely more than-
a week

That has nothing to do with It I
tel you girl that I love you Dontyou understand what I say

I understand what you say well
enough but I dont love you Is not
that answer sufficien-

tIt would be sufficient if it were treIt is not true You do love me I hive
seen that for days for although you
may have striven to conceal your af¬

fection forme yet It habeen evident-
to everyone and more especially to the
man who loved you Why then deny
what has been patent to all onlookers
Have I not seen your face brighten
when I approached you Have I not
seen a welcoming smile on your lips
that could have had but one meaning

Mr Severance cried Bessie In un-
feigned

¬

alar have you gone sud-
denly

¬

How dare you speak to
me in this fashion

Girl shouted Archie grasping herby the wrist Is it possible that I am
wrong in supposing you care for me
and that the only other inferenc to
be drawn from your actons Is thetrue one

What other inference asked Bes-
sie

¬

in a trembling voice trying unsuc-
cessfully

¬

to withdraw her wrist from
his iron gaspThat have been trifling with
me hissed Severance That you have
led me on and on meaning nothing
That you have been pretending to care
for me when in reality you merely
wanted to add one more to the many
proposals you have received That Is
the alternative Now which is the fact
Are you in love with me or have you
been fooling nc-

I told you I was not In love wItyou but I did think you were a genteman Now that I see you are ¬

fan I hate you Let go my wrist you
hurting me

Very good very good Now we have
the truth at last and I will teach you
the danger of making a plaything of a
human heart-

Severance let go her wrist and seized
her around the waist Bessie screamed-
and called for help while the man who
held her a helpless prisoner laughed
sardonically With his free hand he
thrust aside the frai pine pole that
formed a guard the edge
of the cliff Ifel into the torrent anddisappeared the cataractWhat are you cried
the girl her eyes wide with terror-

I intend to leap with you into thisabyss then we shall be united for ¬

everOh Archie Archie I love you sob¬
bed Bessie throwing her arms aroundthe neck of the astonished young man
who was so amazed at the sudden turn
events had taken that In stepping
back he nearly accomplished the dis-
aster

¬

he had a moment before threat¬

enedThen whywhy he stammered
did yoUwhy did you deny it

Oh I dont know I suppose be ¬
cause I am contrary or becauseyou said It was so selfevident aIStIdont believe I would ever accepted you if you handt forced me to
I have become so wearied with the con ¬

ventional form of proposal
Yes I suppose it does get rather

tiresome said Archie mopping hisbrow I see a bench a little furtherdown suppose we sit there and talkthe matter over
He gave her his hand and she trip¬

ped daintly down to the bench wherethey sat down together-
You didnt really believe I was such-a ruffian as I pretended to be saidArchie at last
Why yes Arnt you she askedsimply glancing sideways at him with

her most winning smile
You surely didnt actually think Iwas going to throw you over the

cliffOh I have often heard or read of itbeing done Were you only pretend ¬
ing

Thats all Iwas really a little
mater of revenge I thought you

to be punished for the way you
had used those other fellows And
Sanderson was such a good hand atbilliards I could just beat him

You you saidyou cared for me
Was that pretense too asked Bessiewith a catch in her voice

No That was all true Bessie andthere is where my scheme of vengeance-
goes lame You see my dear girl Inever thought you would look at mesome of the other fellows are ever so
much better than I am and of courseI did not imagine I had any chance Ihope you will forgive me and that you
wont Insist on having a real revengeby withdrawing what you have saidI shal have revenge enough on youyou poor deluded young manall your life But never say anythingmore about the other fellows as you
cal them There never was sny otherbut you Perhaps I w1 showyou a little book some day wi ex¬

Pain everything although I rm notif you saw it you might thinkworse of me than ever I think per ¬
haps It is my duty to show It to you
before it is too late to draw back ShallI

I absolutely refuse to look at itnow or any other time said Archiemagnanimously drawing her towaras
him and kissing her

And Bessie with a sigh of reliefwondered why it was that men haveso much less curiosity than womenShe was sure that I he had hinted atany such secret would never haverested until she knew what It was
ONE OF DJBAJT HOLES BOltES

In his lecture on Bores Dean Holedeclared that the industrious agrlculturst ias often the victim of boresanyone else but that he haat lastathe resource which issedom resortedto in polite society of piainly tellingthe bore what he thinks of him Thedean relates that a busy farmer was
visited orog day by an Idle ana oiaggartneighbor who talked and talked andtalked and wasted awihole afternoon
When at last the idle farmer was aboutto depart the Industrious farmer saidto him Goin through the town
Yaas Know the coopers shop
Yaas fellow that makes
Well just have acouple of oopbarreput

round your waist or youll burst wItself importance

yo CAUSE FOR SIJSFICION
There was an angry light In her darkeyes as she paced the floor restlessiy

It was a painful discovery for the hap ¬

py bride of three months this litue
packet indorsed in her husbands hand-
writing

¬

July 1SJ3 And the lock of
raven hair she crushed it fiercely in
her haul as she glanced In the mirror
at the reflection of thee own blonde
tresses

July 1893 Why at that time he
was hjr devoted admirer her slave her
declared and accepted lover

She sat down and buried her face in
her hands Suddenly she started up
joyously It was all clear to her now
The explanation of the mystery had
dawned upon her

In July 1893 she had been a brunette
Puck

CHINESE CRUELTY

HORRORS OF TPLACE OF E1COX
The Terrible Butchery of Criminals

Regarded l>r the People as an Oc
elision for Joking and Rejoicing

Work of the Headsman

Some four years ago I spent four
days In Canton the metropolis of
southern China on aspecial mission-
to Investigate Chinese justice and the
result surpassed my most ghastly an-
ticipation

¬

says a writer in Harpers
Weekly

What I witnessed was nothing un ¬

usualand Is the dally practice the
I country but I acompelled tootone
down the details to make them pre-
sentable

¬

for publication Nothing but
I the strongest spirit of inquiry sup ¬

ported by an iron resolution camt ime through the horrors of those days
and for weeks auerward I sutttreu
from perpetual nightmare-

The place of execution or Matou-
asI it is called by tne Chinese is a
filthy yard long and narrow like ablind alley and singularly enougu i
is used as a potters held when notrequired for execution

on a cOd January afternoon I pro-
ceeded

¬

thither to witness the final re
lease of a batch of poor wretches whohad already undergone a prolongedcourse of torture-

On this occas on the death squad
consist of thirteen who are tightly

hand and foot and cried In
huddled up in baskets slung on a bam ¬

boo between two coolies On arrivingat the centre of the ground these liv ¬

ing loads are pitched out unceremon ¬
iously and Immediately seized by the
executioner and his assistants whoarrange
ing tein two lines in a kneel

At unod from the presiding mandarin and with incredible swiftness thobutchery commences The assistantseizes the first victim by the shouldersfrom behind while the executionersteps up to his left side armed withan enormously heavy short swordwith a brood blade and a razorlikeedge Without any compulsion thevictim still kneeling bends his headforward and almost instantaneously
leaps from his body severed by Iswift stroke The assistant pushes thtrunk over forward and a shri burst-
of approving Hiyahs up fromthe crowd

After the uncertain and clumsy oper
atons of the medieval headsman one
had been led to suppose that a humanhead required a great deal of sever-
ance

¬

but so adept are the Chinese ex-
ecutioners that they seem to displayno more effort or emotion In cutting
of a head than they would in loppingpoppy from its stalk

Vith fearful lapldlt the slaughtcr
proceeds and seconds elapo
between the fan of each head Oneunerring stroke ends each life and thvictims are so arranged that each can
witness the fate of al those in front 01
him before his comeThe crowd is now in the most joila
humor and signifies Its HghtheartM
enjoyment by ribald chaff at the ex-pense

¬

of the remaining vuctim3 whrfrequently retort defiantly and exhibitthe most stolid indifference to theirfate
Suddenly a burst of merriment arisesIn one corner A portly merchant hasapproached too near and his long

white coat is splashed with bloriHow the bystanders laugh Was th reever such a good joke
The last few heads are falling nrrv

when my hand is plucked by an ex-
cited

¬

youngster of ten dancing withdelight who cries eagerly HotaiIsnt it beautiful I repress a fiercedesire to throttle him and in a f w
seconds all Is over Justice is vndicated and the crowd quckly dispr i

all but the city gamins who rmabehind to rehearse the whole prnding and to skylark with the bodif
Horrible though the sight has beendeath has at any rate being swift andmerciful but another day the supri e

horror of Chinese justice is revealed t 3

usFor certain offenders notably pnrc-
ides and women who kill their bus ¬
bands the penalty is the Lingcheeor thousand cuts This is too gh
Iy for detailed description but sufllIt to say that the victim is first nn

j fled to a low cross and then slowI steed to pieces with a kme
So skillful Is the executioner that athough his victim sooa becomes i

recognizable as a human bt fng yt n >
vital wound is inflicted tll perhTrhalf an hour of this torture h ielapsed when the agony is end d bdecapitation

So superior an entertainment as fvIs naturally rewarded by a full housand even greater merriment prevailthan at mere headchonpir displays
which savor somewhat of monotony tthe blase Cantonese

ONE OP FIELDS JOKES

Nearly Drove an Employee to Drink
With Ills Personals

When Eugene Field was city edtof tine Kansas City Times he fotrjgreat amusement in annoying pnv
the characters employed cii cue paperFerguson was one of the makeupon toe paper and in Wyantfotte vhhe resided just over the Liv from Rjsac City he was the leader of a temper-
ance society For over a year Fieldoncoming down at night to go to workwould write a personal concerning Fer¬guson

Generally it ran like this Mr JohoFerguson the well known makeup fthe Times composing room appeared
for work yesterday evening in his usuitbeastly state of intoxication Ths e
tertalning bit Field would send av n
in some bundle of copy ant th o
of the composing room would set it un
and say nothing Poor Ferguson kithat this awful personal was sun
where around and every night wiigo carefully over every ga ley for tipurpose of locating and kling it Igave him vast trouble

Ev ry now and then Field would r t
write his personal about Ferguson ar
then the bedeviled Ferguson was ivo s
off than ever As long as he could n n
find it it might still be there It a
most drove the poor man oft tbr pajeNow and then it escaped his eagle ev
and was printed On such occasFergusons burdens were beyoni tpower of even a Christian spirit to
bear San Francisco Argonaut

AX OLD ONE WORTH RETEILIYG
A naturalist who Is an ardent stu¬

dent anti absent minded recently cele¬

brated his silver wedding Many guests
were Invited for the occasion As the
first guest arrived one of the daugh ¬
tees was sent to summon the father
from his study When they reached th3
room the daughter noticed that he
fattier carried in his hand a smalt
wooden box and as he Ehook hands
with the nearest guest she saw hun
drop it The cover rolled off but she
gave a sign of relief when sfhe saw that
the box was apparently empty The
naturalist however uttered a cry oC
dismay and Instantly went down an his
hands and knees in an attempt to
gather up something Have you spilled
anything fatiher she asked Spilled
anything he echoed in evident tovdlg-
rnnticn at her calm tone I have lost
fifty fleas tlhat I have just received
from Egypt The effect of this intelli-
gence

¬
on tile family was nothing to

comparison to the effect the catastro-
plie had upon the company before the
evening was over arid the only tithis
that the naturalist said to his friends
In answer to their congratulations up¬
on his happy married life was to ask
that If they carried any of his Egyp-
tian

¬

fleas they would return the in¬
sects to bimSaaa Francisco Argonaut


